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Sharing In Patience

James 5:7-12
Introduction: Chapter five is about sharing – Possessions, Patience and Prayer.
Webster on Patience: (1) bearing or enduring pain, trouble, etc. without complaining or losing self-control (2) refusing to be provoked or angered, as by an insult; forbearing.

The Greek - “macros” - large, long and “thumos” - anger or temper

· long-tempered / short – tempered

· Restraint and calmness

· Refrain from outbursts of anger

· Long-suffering is not the absence of any anger (Ephesians 4:26)
I.  The Essence of Long Suffering – 5:7-9

A.  The Admonition to Long Suffering – 5:7
1.  The Areas for Long Suffering

“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.”
a. With Difficult People

Enemies and friends – even well intentioned - They can pursue you in a mean fashion. Sometimes they just get on your nerves. You do have rights!

But, we need to exercise long-suffering (I Cor. 13:4) “love suffers long” – same word. Sometimes they can’t help it. Sometimes they are just plain mean. At all times we must be long-suffering.
b. With Difficult Problems

· From people
· From circumstances beyond human control

2.  The Duration of Long-Suffering

We should be long-suffering until the coming of the Lord. Does that help you? It should!
a. He is going to come.
b. The enemies will be judged.
c. You will be vindicated.
But you say, “I want something NOW!!” – Wait!
3. The Example of Long-Suffering: The Farmer – 5:7b

“See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain”
· He plants in the fall – early rains

· He waits through the winter

· He needs the latter rains in spring

· Then comes the harvest.

· The farmer is patient through it all
· In God’s good time, He gives the harvest

Question: How long should we wait?

Answer: As long as the Lord does,
2 Peter 3:9

”The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

B.  The Addition to Long Suffering – 5:8

“You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”
1. The Repetition

 “You also be long-suffering”, another reminder.

James travels into uncharted territory. We need a guide, and the example of the farmer is it. Now he adds something,
2. The Addition

“Establish your hearts” - inner being - thinking, feeling, volition, and emotions.

“for the coming of the Lord is at hand” - James is a pre-trib.
C.  The Limitation on Long-Suffering – “Don’t grumble” – 5:9 
“Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!”
1. The Meaning of Grumble – 5:9a
“grumble” - “to complain (outside) or groan (inside); against one another, the brethren. Grumbling comes in the form of hostile speech.
Israel groaned (Acts 7:34) [quoting Exodus] Stephen said “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them.”
2. The Reason – 5:9b
“lest you be condemned Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!”
The Son is the only true judge,

John 5:22
”For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son.

Soon and very soon He is coming. It is a threat to all those who persecute you. But also to those who are impatient.

II. The Examples of Long Suffering – 5:10-11

A. The Prophets – 5:10
“My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.”
They were persecuted in their lifetimes even though they spoke for God.

Jesus said,
”Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)
Stephen said,  
“Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?” (Acts 7:52)
Jeremiah was:

· Beaten and put in stocks (20:1)

· Placed in prison (32:2)

· Thrown into a muddy cistern (38:6)

· He did not abandon his faith, but still proclaimed God’s message. [See Hebrews 11]

B. Job – 5:11

“Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord -- that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.”
Matthew 5:11

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.”
Change of word for patience - “to remain under” - Why the change?

Maybe because Job was not always without complaint,
· Why was I born?

· Why did I not die at birth?

· Why can’t I die now?

Job 1:2

“And seven sons and three daughters were born to him. Also, his possessions were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.”
[Sons of God came before God.]
Job 1:8

“God said to Satan, have you noticed my servant Job? “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and shuns evil?”

Job 2:5

“Satan said, “Touch all that he has and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

So Job lost it all to enemies, fire from heaven a windstorm. Job fell to the ground and worshipped God. “Naked came I”. Then he touched his body. His Wife said “Curse God and die.”

Question: Shall we accept good from God and not adversity? In the end Job 42:10 wound up with twice as much.
III. The Evidence of Long-Suffering (Don’t Swear) – 5:12

“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes" be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment.”

A. The Awfulness of Swearing

This verse doesn’t seem to fit at first, but “First of all” in this context.
            Swearing doesn’t mean saying curse words, taking an oath. Tell the truth.
            Peter in Matthew 26:72

“But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!”

The third commandment is, [“Have no other gods”; No graven images;] “Don’t take the Lord’s name in vain.
B. The Attitude in Swearing
Like denying guilt with an oath, “I swear I didn’t do it”. This implied that their well-being was more important than the sacred name of God. Jews used it as a way of lying. 
Jesus said,

“Don’t swear at all.” (Matthew 5:33-38)

[It does not mean you should not take an oath in court.]
C. The Alternative to Swearing

Tell the truth all the time, lest you fall into hypocrisy.

Conclusion:
